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T he Asian American community is grow-

ing rapidly and becoming more diverse 

and complex. While some of our ancestors 

came to the U.S. over 100 years ago to start a 

new life, others came to America more re-

cently. Many have been blessed with high 

educational achievement, but others have low 

school attainment and illiteracy. We come 

from many different countries and we have a diversity of cul-

tural practices and traditions. We can celebrate our oneness 

through Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

     This summer NFAAUM will bring together Asian Ameri-

cans for a national convocation. We will gather in San Jose, 

California, on July 29-31. It will be a time to become better 

acquainted with each other, to be inspired through worship and 

Bible study, to study and learn together with a myriad of work-

shops and discussion groups. One of our focuses will be on 

immigration which affects Asian Americans in particular ways. 

We will reserve time for sub-ethnic caucuses to meet, and we 

will share our cultural traditions. 

     I urge all Asian American United Methodists to join us in 

San Jose. We will make scholarships available to enable many 

to participate. One particular request of the Federation board is 

to include young people in our gathering. We will make special 

provisions to assist young people in coming to the convocation. 

      The Convocation Planning Team headed by the Rev. Sehee 

Han is developing programs that will provide encouragement 

and training to strengthen our Asian American churches. We 

will provide workshops and speakers that can show us how we 

can grow in our faith and outreach to our communities. Rev. 

Keith Inouye and Wesley UMC congregation will welcome 
(continued on Page 3) 

NFAAUM CONVOCATION IN JULY 

T he National Federation of Asian American United Methodists, the recognized caucus for Asian Americans in The 
United Methodist Church, will hold a convocation on July 29-31, 2010, at Wesley UMC – 566 North Fifth Street, 

San Jose, CA 95112. Currently, ten ethnic groups are represented in the Federation: Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, For-
mosan, Hmong, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, South Asian, and Vietnamese. The convocation theme is One: Step For-
ward. 
     The delegates will be greeted by Asian American bishops and other general agency church leaders. In addition to the 
regular Federation meeting, there will be workshops, worships, Bible study, cultural presentations, and resource and 
network opportunities. Convocation will be supported by the General Commission on Religion and Race, the General 
(continued on Page 2)                                                                                                                            

L ast summer, I attended the 

Bishop‘s Task Force for Immi-

gration held at the Trinity United 

Methodist Church in Des Moines, 

Iowa. One evening, we listened to a 

story narrated by a couple of pastors 

about an undocumented young 

woman whose dead body was found 

in a desert while she was trying to rejoin her family in Des 

Moines. As I was listening, I found myself thinking not of just 

one individual case…but an over all effect, a sense of horror, 

mixed with anger and disbelief. After all, we all shed the same 

tears. 

     The note of sorrow dominated the discussion.  

     As I left the church, I asked myself repeatedly, ―Who is 

indeed responsible? How can we find an answer to this ongo-

ing political debate? How is it all going to end?‖ 

We Are All Responsible 

     We need to take responsibility for the society and commu-

nity of which we are a part. Our parents and their generation 

did whatever they could in order for us to inherit whatever we 

have in our possession. We may not be responsible for the 

current state of economy, ecology or ecclesiology but we are 

responsible for what we do with what we have inherited as 

traditions of the church and traditionalism of our society. 

      Immigration issue is a moral problem; it is a justice issue 

and a missional concern. In a speech at the White House in 

1999, Elie Wiesel said, ―It is so much easier to look away 

from victims. It is so much easier to avoid such rude interrup-

tions to our work, our dreams, our hopes.‖ But indifference to 
(continued on Page 2)                                                              

President’s Column 

LET’S GROW TOGETHER 
Don Hayashi 

Commentary 

IMMIGRATION AND  
CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY 

Jacob Dharmaraj 



NFAAUM Convocation (from Page 1) 
Board of Global Ministries/Asian American Language Ministry, 
and the General Board of Church and Society. 
     Registration fees are $125 per person for up to 3 nights of ho-
tel (double occupancy in the Holiday Inn Express in San Jose) 
and 5 meals. Commuters may register for $75 per person without 
hotel accommodation.  
     Committees and other associations related to NFAAUM are 
expected to caucus around the convocation dates. The Western 
Jurisdiction AA and the Asian American Language Ministry Com-
mittee will meet immediately prior to the convocation. More infor-
mation on Pages 4 and 5. 
 
Wesley UMC—San Jose, California 

in 2039 and reach 439 million in 2050. 

Our Dilemma 

     Immigrants are often thought of as resources to be used and 

discarded. This must be stopped. We cannot be an echo of the 

past, but a voice for this generation. We cannot react with our 

emotions but struggle with our intellect. We should always be 

open-minded and have the ability to listen and examine the 

view points of others in the community who hold precious. 

When the king complained to Joan of Arc that he never heard 

the voice of God, she simply replied, ―You must listen, and 

then you will hear.‖ 

     Our listening then has to lead us to act. Sometimes separa-

tion by distance shields us from full responsibilities and ac-

tions. Or we simply say to ourselves, ―The problem is too com-

plex, I cannot do much about it.‖  

     But we cannot escape responsibilities. Some day, we will be 

held responsible for not being responsible. We need to cultivate 

and develop and cultivate a holy discontent with the status quo 

that fosters apathy and indifference to human suffering.  

     Ben Fountain writes in his book Brief Encounters With Che 

Quevara (Harper Collins, 2008) about an American diplomat‘s 

wife and a foreign visitor who were waiting for the traffic to 

move in an intersection in Accra, Ghana.  A one legged boy on 

crutches hobbled up to their car and extended his palm. The 

visitor pulled a clump of bank notes from her purse to give to 

the boy. The diplomat‘s wife called sharply, ―Don‘t give him 

money! That makes you part of the problem.‖ The visitor went 

ahead and gave the money anyway and replied, ―As long as 

there‘s no solution, I might as well be part of the problem.‖  

     This story illustrates the fundamental dilemma the inability 

of well meaning adults to personally redress global, national 

and communal wrongs that lie at the heart of our ministry.   

     Let us strive to see the image of God in the one who is not 

in our image! JD 

 

Commentary: Immigration     (from Page 1) 
sufferings of others ―is what makes the human being inhuman.‖                                                       

He added, ―The political prisoner in his cell, the hungry chil-

dren, the homeless refugees – not to respond to their plight, not 

to relieve their solitude by offering them a spark of hope is to 

exile them from human memory. And in denying their own hu-

manity, we betray our own.‖ 

Reality Check  

     By the middle of the century, the population of the United 

States will be larger and more racially and ethnically diverse 

than earlier projections suggested, with much of the increase due 

to immigration.      

     By 2042, minorities, collectively, are projected to make up 

more than 50 percent of the U.S. population.  By 2050, minori-

ties -- those who identify themselves as Hispanic, Black, Asian, 

American Indian, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander or mixed 

race -- will account for 54 percent of the U.S. population, which 

is projected to total 439 million that year.  

     Among the nation‘s children, the trend is even more pro-

nounced: by 2023, more than half will belong to a minority ra-

cial or ethnic group. By 2050, this will jump to 62 percent 

(compared to 44 percent today). 

     Non-Hispanic whites are currently 66 percent of the U.S. 

population and are projected to be 46 percent in 2050.   Today 

non-Hispanic whites are in the minority in four states -- Hawaii, 

New Mexico, California and Texas -- and the District of Colum-

bia.  

     Hispanics are the fastest-growing minority group and is pro-

jected to nearly triple, from almost 47 million to 133 million, 

during the 2008-2050 period, and will jump from 15 percent to 

30 percent of the population.  

     Nearly 20 percent of Americans will be foreign born in 2050, 

compared with 12 percent in 2005, the center projects.  

     Asians are the third largest minority group -- and the second 

fastest-growing group -- in the United States. Asians will in-

crease from 5 percent of the U.S. population in 2008 to 9 per-

cent by 2050.  

     The Asian population grew at a rate of 18.7 per cent over the 

past five years. The white population is growing at less than one

-fifth the rate of the minority population. . 

     ‖No other country has experienced such rapid racial and eth-

nic change,‖ said Mark Mather, a demographer with the Popula-

tion Reference Bureau, a research organization in Washington. 

Now, they are projecting that the population will top 400 million 

Asian American UM Newsletter                               

Via electronic mail 

The publishers request persons to send e-mail addresses to 
the NFAAUM Office (nfaaum@pacbell.net) for inclusion on 

the Federation’s e-list.  NFAAUM plans to send periodic 
email to constituents by e-mail. Currently there are over 900 
on the list.  The Laity is particularly encouraged to send in 

their addresses. 
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U.S. CENSUS 2010 IS US 

E very ten years, the United States counts the total number of 

people in the United States, regardless of citizen-

ship.  Census Day will be April 1, 2010.  Forms will 

be mailed out in mid-March to be completed and re-

turned.  Census takers will follow-up with those they 

haven‘t heard from. 

     Completing the census forms will help your com-

munity receive benefits, funding and services that will 

empower your community.  

It is the most accurate way 

to measure the size of the 

Asian American commu-

nity.  It is required by law 

that everyone living in the 

United States fill out the 

census (regardless of citi-

zenship). 

     The Census determines 

the number of Congres-

sional representatives from each state.  Each year over $400 bil-

lion of federal funding, as well as state and local funding, is de-

termined by the Census.  Government uses census 

data to plan how to allocate their resources and 

what services to provide the community (such as 

hospitals, child care centers, and roads).  Busi-

nesses use census information determine where to 

open new stores or offices.  Community-based 

organizations can use census data to identify 

trends and problems occurring in communities to 

set policies that can fix problems or offer services 

to alleviate a condition. The data is used to prevent discrimina-

tion against minorities, the disabled, and the elderly in the 

workforce. 

     By law, all individual answers given in the Census are con-

fidential.  They cannot be shared with any person or govern-

ment agency such as the Dept. of Homeland Security or the 

Internal Revenue Service. 

     Please be sure you tell others that participating in the Cen-

sus will benefit their community and themselves.  Let‘s all be 

counted. 

President’s Corner (from Page 1) 
and host us during the convocation. Rev. Danny Huang and 

the California-Nevada Asian Caucus will also be on hand to 

care for our needs.  

     Let us grow together as we witness to our faith and reach 

out in ministry to our diverse and growing Asian American 

community. DH 
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The General Commission. on Religion and Race (GCORR) has 

granted from its Minority Group Self-Determination Fund 

(MGSDF) $40,000 to the Federation for 2010. 

+ 

Ms. Kathleen Thomas-Sano has resigned as associate general 

secretary of GCORR. 

+ 

Rev. Keith Hwang, pastor of Fullerton First UMC (Cal-Pac) has 

been named to the board of The United Methodist Church Foun-

dation under the General Council on Finance and Administration.  

+ 

The Council of Bishops has launched a churchwide appeal to 

rebuild lives and churches in the Philippines asking annual confer-

ences and local churches to designate a Sunday to participate. 

+ 

Bishop Roy Sano and Dr. Jeffery Kuan , professor at Pacific 

School of Religion, prepared a statement for NFAAUM from an 

Asian perspective for presentation to the Study Committee on the 

Worldwide Nature of the UMC.  Bishop Sano is the NFAAUM 

representative to the Connectional Table.. 

+ 

Bishop Roy Sano proposed  Micro-Financing as an avenue to 

achieve economic justice at a conversation on the ministry to the 

poor sponsored by GBGM. 

+ 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) continues to 

administer Advance offerings for area disasters: Philippine Ty-

phoon, UMCOR Advance No. 240235; South Pacific Earth-

quake  UMCOR Advance No. 982450; West Sumatra 

(Indonesia) Earthquake UMCOR Advance No. 217400; Haiti 

Earthquake UMCOR Advance No. 418325 

+ 

In Brief 

ASIAN AMERICAN NEWS 

Ms. Ruby Ramos-Bago of Cal-Nevada is the new Chair 

(2009-2011) of the National Association of Filipino-

American United Methodists (NAFAUM), the first woman 

to hold the position.  

+ 

Rev. Cuong M. Nguyen is the new Chair of the Vietnam-

ese National Caucus. 

+ 

The Rev. George Nishikawa was elected Chair of National 

Japanese UM Caucus (NJAUMC) for 2010. 

National Federation of Asian American  
United Methodists (NFAAUM) Officers 

Mr. Donald Hayashi (Ohio) 
President 

Rev. Sung Ja Lee Moon (Illinois) 
Vice President for Membership 

Rev. Jacob D. Dharmaraj (New York) 
Vice President for Advocacy 
Rev. Bau Dang (California) 

Treasurer 
Mr. Pong Javier (Illinois) 

Secretary 
 

Ms. Laddie Perez-Galang 
Administrative Assistant 
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Chairperson 

Rev. Nizzi Digan 

East Saugus UMC  

83 Chestnut St. 

Saugus, MA 01906  

(781) 558-5265 

nizziumc@yahoo.com 

 

Vice Chair 

Rev. Motoe Yamada 

Sacramento Japanese UMC 

6929 Franklin Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95823 

(916) 421 9017 

revmotoe@sacjumc.com 

 

Treasurer 

Rev. Ingrid Wang  

Bethany UMC 

2875 Bethany Lane 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

(410) 465-2919 

ingrid@bethanyum.org 

 

Secretary  
Rev. Dr. SungJa Lee Moon  

First UMC of Des Plaines 

668 Graceland 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(847) 827-5561 

sungjamoon@sbcglobal.net 

 

Members At Large 

Rev. Mai Le   

Lovers Lane UMC 

9200 Inwood Road 

Dallas, Texas 75220-3901 

(469) 360-9173 

mle@llumc.org 

 

Rev. Kalesita Tuifua  

Knollwood & Sun ValleyUMC 

12121 Balboa Blvd  

Granada Hills CA, 91344 

(818) 284-3495 

kutuifua@yahoo.com 

 

January 28, 2010 

 

Greetings in Christ‘s name!  The Board of Directors of the Asian American and Pa-

cific Islander Clergywomen is excited to share with you the good news that our first 

Biennial Meeting will be held on July 28-29, 2010 at Wesley UMC, 566 North 5th St. 

San Jose, CA. The theme of our gathering is ‗Sisterhood: Mary and Elizabeth’ 

which is based on Luke 1:26-56, celebrating our strengths in diversity and networking 

with AAPIC sisters around the country.  

 

Our meeting will be held one day prior to the National Federation of Asian 

American United Methodist convocation on July 29-31, 2010. We hope that 

you can attend both gatherings.  The hotel arrangement is at the Holiday Inn 

Express-San Jose International Airport (1350 North Fourth Street, San Jose, 

CA 95112) 

 
Please note the following deadlines (postmarked): 

April 23rd:   Deadline to apply for scholarship 

May 21st:  Deadline to register to attend the entire conference with guaranteed hous-

ing.  

Last day to cancel with refund (minus $20 processing fee.) No fees refunded after this 

date.  

July 9th:   Deadline to register to attend the conference as a commuter only if we have 

space.   

 
If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Nizzi Digan or Rev. Motoe Yamada or 

check our website at http://www.aapicumc.org. 

 
7/28 Wednesday 

1 pm to 3 pm – Check in, Registration 

3 pm to 6 pm – Introductory Plenary  

6 pm to 7 pm – Dinner  

7 pm to 8 pm – Opening Worship     

8 pm to 8:15 pm – Break  

8:15 pm to 9 pm – Ethnic Groups Meeting 
9 pm – Departure to Hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Rev. Nizzi Santos Digan 

7/29 Thursday 

8 am to 8:30 am – Bible Study 

8:30 am to 9 am – Mary & Elizabeth 

Time 

9 am to 10 am – Workshop I 

10 am to 10:15 am - Break 

10:15 am to 11:15 am – Workshop II  

11:15 am to 11:30 am – Break 

11:30 am to 1 pm – Lunch 

   - Panel Discussion 

1 pm to 1:15 pm - Break 

1:15 pm to 2:15 pm – Election  

2:15 pm to 3 pm – Closing Worship  
 

Asian American and Pacific Islander 

United Methodist Clergywomen Association  

(AAPIC) 
http://www.aapicumc.org 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
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Housing:   Holiday Inn Express—San Jose International Airport 

      1350 North Fourth Street, San Jose, CA 95112—(800) 731-9995 

Meeting Location: Wesley UMC, 566 North 5th St, San Jose, California 95112  

Costs: Registration fee: $20 Meals are included.  (Breakfast is included in housing price) Housing Cost: $30 (per 

person per night double occupancy) $90 (single occupancy) (for housing during the National Federation of Asian 

American United Methodist Methodists (NFAAUM), please contact Laddie Perez-Galang, laddieg@pacbell.net.)  

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________ State ________  Zip ______________Cell Phone: ________________________ 

Work Phone: _________________________E-mail: (required)_______________________________________ 

 

Roommate (if any): ______________________________Dietary Restrictions: _________________________ 
 

Name of your church, appointment or seminary: _________________________________ 

      Elder   Deacon  Provisionary member    Local Pastor  

      Certified Candidate       Lay Speaker          Seminarian        Lay person considering Ordained Ministry   

 

Travel Plan: Flight No. _________________Time ___________Arrival Airport__________ or By Car________ 

 
 

PAYMENTS ENCLOSED: 

Commuters: Pay Registration fee  $20  TOTAL (A only)  ________ 

Persons applying for Scholarships:   

Registration fee $20,        ________  

 Housing deposit $30 for double occupancy                           + ________ 

       TOTAL (B only)  ________ 

Professionals:   Registration fee $20      ________ 

Room & Board $30/day double occupancy (night of 7/28)                   + ________ 

Double___     Single ($90)___    Handicap accessible___ 

           TOTAL (C only)             $________ 

 

E-Mail all necessary forms to AAPIClergywomen@gmail.com and mail registration and payment check to AAPIC, c/o Rev. 

Nizzi Digan, East Saugus UMC, 85 Chestnut St. Saugus, MA 01906 (check payable to AAPIC earmarked for Biennial 

Meeting and your name). All forms can be found on our website at http://www.aapicumc.org. 

 

Scholarship awards will be sent via email. Please print your email address legibly & correctly.   

Your reason(s) for being interested in attending the Biennial Consultation ________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Conference ____________________________________District_________________________________ 

Optional: Ethnicity ______________________________________Languages spoken______________________ 

Asian American and Pacific Islander United Methodist 

Clergywomen Association (AAPIC) Biennial Meeting 
“Sisterhood: Mary and Elizabeth” (Luke 1:26-56) 

San Jose, California  July 28-29, 2010 

 

mailto:AAPIClergywomen@gmail.com
http://www.aapicumc.org/


NFAAUM 

United Methodist Church 

1755 Sunnyvale Avenue 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597-1809 

 


